February 2021

THE GREEN LAKE YACHT CLUB
FOUNDED 1894
P. O. Box 684
GREEN LAKE, WISCONSIN 54941-0684

Dear Members,
Happy New Year and we hope you are all safe, happy, and healthy. As the seasons turn and the days
start getting longer, my thoughts turn toward summer. I think that one of the most difficult things
about navigating the pandemic has been finding things to look forward to. By far, the best part of my
year was being out on lake with you all. With travel plans, celebrations and events of all kinds
postponed indefinitely, I take comfort in knowing that summer will not be canceled. The thing I most
look forward to is getting back out on the water. This is your invitation to join me and to support the
activities that bring us all together.
I’m Frank Pollock and 2020 was my first year as your Commodore. I’ve been assured that this
circumstance and all of the other events of last year were purely coincidental, however if anyone notices
a plague of frogs, let me know so I can resign. Last summer was full of highs and lows. While many of
our shoreside events had to be tabled for obvious reasons, participation on the water was excellent.
The weather cooperated and all of the fleets got a ton of racing in. Some highlights:
-

The Snipes completed 33 races, losing only one weekend to weather and one to impenetrable
duckweed. Joe Norton reclaimed the top spot with excellent crew work from Avery Nigbor.

-

The Thursday casual fleet had over 10 boats out almost every week and by the end of the
summer, we were digging boats out of garages and barns all over town. A championship race
series was conducted and won narrowly by Peter Vandervelde over Byron Hill.

-

Handicap racing was spectacular all summer long. Races were won by a windsurfer and by the
Gerstein family’s Nana, which featured both a new spinnaker and the best wine & cheese
spread in the fleet .

-

Junior racing was reintroduced as a cooperative effort with the Green Lake Sailing School thanks
to excellent work by Michael Hawkes and support from Gretchen Feeney, Peter Vandervelde
and a great group of parents. The junior racers were fearless through some windy days and
everyone learned a lot.

-

The Senior Girls fleet had a really fun summer and tight racing. My wife Ginny joined the fleet in
a classic boat built by Ken Kinas and may have set new records for both first year wins and
penalty turns.

-

First-year skipper Emma Moore and her crew Bob emerged as a force in the Snipe fleet. By
mid-season they were easily the fastest boat going downwind and began picking off races. If
they put it all together this season, the fleet will be in for a major shakeup.

-

The I20s had a rebuilding year, both figuratively and literally. The Drew Vandervelde school of
racing was on full display: win, capsize, or break the boat trying. They might have completed
more races if their amateur race committee (me) hadn’t set a course to rival the Vendee Globe.

The question that has dominated our board meetings over the fall and winter has been how to approach
a summer that can only be defined by its uncertainty. Last year we planned an excellent slate of events
and we had to continually cancel as it became clear that COVID was a long-term problem. This summer,
there are reasons for optimism, but we feel that the pragmatic approach is to plan conservatively and
only plan for activities that can be successful even if the health/safety dynamic is relatively unchanged.
As such, our events will be casual, flexible, and outdoor oriented.
While the club navigated 2020 successfully from a financial perspective, with virtually no change to our
cash position, we anticipate the effects of the crisis may hit harder in 2021. While we will spend less on
social events, we also anticipate taking less in. It’s been a difficult year to be a local business and we
know our local advertisers and community supporters may struggle to maintain their contributions. As
such, the Club’s rates for dues and fees are unchanged from 2020 to 2021 and are as follows:
-

Junior Membership – Free
o Age 8 to 15; no voting rights.
Senior Membership – $65
o Age 16 and older; includes voting rights.
Racing Fee – $120
o Required for skippers in the Snipe and Scow fleets, including junior skippers (under
16 years).
o The Racing Fee is not required for participation in the following:
§ As crew in one of the primary fleets.
§ As skipper or crew in casual weeknight sailing, handicap racing, or Lasers
§ In the Junior Racing program
§ In the Senior Girls series
o One racing fee covers the registered skipper in all fleets

As always, we encourage spouses, family, friends and neighbors to join the Club. As a chartered
Wisconsin “social club” we cannot advertise, so our membership and activities are sustained by current
members bringing in like-minded candidates from their personal networks Finally, if you can, please
consider making a contribution to the Club in addition to your membership dues. We have included
specific programs that you can contribute to on the membership form this year.
As with last summer, if the crisis has caused any of our members to endure hardships, financial or
otherwise, that make the decision to join or to race anything other than easy, please get in touch and
we’ll find a way to make it work. While the functions of a yacht club certainly don’t meet the criteria
for “essential” services, what we did last summer felt essential to me. It was the one thing that felt
normal and could be looked forward to every week. Our goal for 2021 is to again be that lodestone for
as many people as possible. We will have extra boats, we have people who love to teach, and we have
the best lake in Wisconsin.
Sincerely,

Frank Pollock,
Commodore

Michael Hawkes, Vice Commodore
John Mason – Past Commodore
Richard Gerstein – Treasurer
Rich Netzel – Secretary
Lynne Johnson
Bob Cody

GREEN LAKE YACHT CLUB
FOUNDED 1894

P. O. Box 684
GREEN LAKE, WISCONSIN 54941

2021 Membership Form
Member Name: ________________________________ Spouse/Partner:________________________________
The names of your children under age 21: __________________________________________________________
Mailing address:

Green Lake street address, if different

Addr. Line 1: __________________________________ Addr. Line 1: __________________________________
Addr. Line 2: __________________________________ Addr. Line 2: __________________________________
City, State & Zip: _______________________________ City, State & Zip: _______________________________
Land line telephone #: __________________________ Mobile telephone #: ____________________________
Primary email address: __________________________ Other email address: ___________________________
I prefer that you communicate with me by:

___ email

___ postal mail (select one)

Please select email to help us reduce mailing expenses and improve timeliness of communications.
Please include my [mailing address ___] [local street address ___] in the printed directory. (select one)
***********************************************************************************
Merchandise Order Form
Quantity
Subtotal
Club Hat w/ Embroidered Burgee ($20 ea.) _____________
____________
Large Burgee ($60 ea.)
_____________
____________
Small Burgee ($40 ea.)
_____________
____________
Boat Blanket w/ Printed Burgee ($50 ea.) _____________
____________
Total
_____________
____________
***********************************************************************************
Dues, Racing Fees & Donations
Member Dues ................................................................................................................. _______
$65.00 per voting member (16 years old or older as of May 15). Spouses can join too!
Racing Fee ...................................................................................................................... _______
Snipes and scows only, $120.00 per skipper, any age.
Additional Donation: ...................................................................................................... _______
Please apply my donation to:
o Race Committee/Adult Racing Program o Junior Racing o Internship o Area of Greatest Need

Total for dues, racing fees and donation:........................................................................ _______
If you plan to race, please tell us which class or classes: ______________________________________________
To be scored in any official race, skippers must have first paid their racing fees. While Junior, Opti, Pram, Laser and
social racers are not required to pay racing fees, your donations are encouraged to sustain our racing programs.
To be included in the Club’s directory, please return this form and payment before March 15th to:
Green Lake Yacht Club, PO Box 684, Green Lake, WI 54941-0684
Electronic payment options are available on our website, greenlakeyachtclub.org.
The Green Lake Yacht Club is organized as an IRC 501(c)(7) social club. Donations to the Club are NOT tax deductible.
To return your form electronically, or for any questions or comments, please contact Commodore Frank Pollock at
commodore@greenlakeyachtclub.org or call 203-619-4918.

